THE    AMERICAN     PRESIDENTS
support In the country, had he appealed to it,    Grover
Cleveland, in retirement,  expressed the views of many
intelligent Americans when he wrote, on the day after the
declaration of war, "With all allowances I can make. . , ,
I cannot avoid a feeling of shame and humiliation. . . .
My only relief from the sick feeling which these thoughts
induce consists in the reflection that it affects no one but
myself and in the hope, almost amounting to expectation^
that we shall find Spain so weak and inefficient that the war
will be short and that the result may not be much worse than
a depreciation of national standing before the world abroad,
and, at home, demoralization of our people's character,
much  demagogy and humbug,  great additions to our
public burdens and the exposure of scandalous operations."
The demands that McKinley made upon Spain, during
the negotiations preceding the war, were reasonable: that
Spain should give an armistice to the rebels, should break
up the concentration camps where thousands of men were
confined, and should consent to American mediation between
Spain and Cuba.    Spain was dilatory in acceding; but as
American pressure remained steady she gave way little by
little, and finally, in April  1898, she capitulated.    She
revoked the concentration policy, she granted an armistice,
and the American Minister in Madrid cabled to McKinley
that If he would refrain from humiliating Spain he could
obtain a settlement on the basis of Cuban autonomy, or
Independence, or even of cession to the United States.
The day after receiving this cable, McKinley sent a message
to Congress which contained nine pages of Inflammatpry
remarks written on the assumption that Spain had made no
concessions.    "I have exhausted every effort/' he wrote,
"to relieve the intolerable condition of affairs which Is at
our doors/*  Then at the end of this war message, McKinley
added: "Yesterday . . . official Information was receivea
by me that the latest decree of the Queen Regent of Spain
directs General Blanco, In order to prepare and facilitate
peace, to proclaim a suspension of hostilities> the duration
aod details of which have not yet been communicated to
tmgraclous conclusion to a stirring account of
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